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Max Weber’s theory of religion is one of the most important works he Max Weber’s theory of religion is one of the most important works he 
carried out in his life time. There are two reasons for this:carried out in his life time. There are two reasons for this:

First, he tries to understand religion in terms of its impact on the social, First, he tries to understand religion in terms of its impact on the social, 
political and economic life of the society;political and economic life of the society;political and economic life of the society;political and economic life of the society;

Second, through his theory he makes an attempt to prove Marx’s theory of Second, through his theory he makes an attempt to prove Marx’s theory of 
economic determinism wrong.economic determinism wrong.

Max Weber made study of major religions of the world, namely Max Weber made study of major religions of the world, namely 
Confucianism and Tauism of China, Hinduism, Buddhism and other Confucianism and Tauism of China, Hinduism, Buddhism and other 

religions of India and Judaism.religions of India and Judaism.

He believes that religion and its ethics leave a deep impact on the social, He believes that religion and its ethics leave a deep impact on the social, 
economic, political and moral dimensions of the society economic, political and moral dimensions of the society 



Study of max WeberStudy of max Weber

Max Weber made study of major religions of the world, 
namely Confucianism and Tauism of China, Hinduism, 
Buddhism and other religions of India and Judaism.

• He believes that religion and its ethics leave a deep 
impact on the social, economic, political and moral impact on the social, economic, political and moral 
dimensions of the society. 

• It is also important to tell here that when Max Weber is 
trying to understand religion he lays considerable 
emphasis on rationality  in the religions of East and the 
West. The yardstick he uses is the impact of Protestant 
ethics on the development of capitalism  in the Western 
Europe 



Max Weber argued that the Max Weber argued that the 

economic ethics of Protestantismeconomic ethics of Protestantism
These ethics were:

1. Time is money. It means that we must make use of our time in a highly rational 
manner. If loose time we loose money. Because once time is gone it never comes 
back. If we do not make use of time it goes and then we are left with nothing. 

2. Loan must earn interest. It means that if we lend money to others we must charge 
interest. He is talking in the context of business enterprises. Because when loan is 
lent to a business enterprise that enterprise earns on the basis of the loan. Then why 
should not the person giving loan get a share of the money earned in the form of should not the person giving loan get a share of the money earned in the form of 
interest. 

3. Money begets money. It means that if one has money then one can earn more by 
using that money in a rational and meaningful manner. 

4. Maintain complete records of the earning and the expenditure. 

5. Work is worship. It means that one should work and the work itself is the worship of 
God. 

6. Discipline is the way to prosperity. One must observe discipline and control because 
this can help one to achieve more in life. If you waste time in useless pursuits you do 
not get anything. But if time is spent in a rational way then one is able to do so 



Element of ReligionElement of Religion

1. Beliefs

2. Ritual 

3. Experience 

4. Organization 4. Organization 



Emile Durkheims Theory of Emile Durkheims Theory of 

ReligionReligion
Emile Durkheim wrote “The Elementary 

forms of religious life” 

The religion that Durkheim found most 
elementary among the aborigines was elementary among the aborigines was 
totemism. In totemism, it is agreed that 
some animal, plant or inanimate object 
possesses special powers. 



Basic components of religionBasic components of religion

1. Belief in the sacred

2. Rites and rituals

3. Collectivity 



Types of religionTypes of religion

Some thinkers have classified religion in to 
two type

1. Primitive religion

2. Modern religion2. Modern religion



Main religion of the modern worldMain religion of the modern world

1. Christianity 

2. Islam 

3. Hinduism

4. Buddhism 4. Buddhism 



Functions of religionFunctions of religion

1. Social function

2. Integrative

3. Social support

4. Social control

5. Socialization5. Socialization

6. Legitimization of social values

7. Legitimization

8. Personal function

9. Establishment of identity

10. Feeling of power 




